May 2019

SAFETY GRAM
May 2019

Case:
Reference NTSB Aviation Accident Factual Report (3 Pages)
Questions (No right or wrong):
- What does AFI 34-117 require for landing Aero Club aircraft?
- What are your local rules for landing Aero Club aircraft?
- What constitutes a suitable emergency airfield?
- Can you land at private airfields without permission?
- Would striking a tree with a wing render an aircraft un-airworthy until an
inspection could be completed?
- What is a NTSB Pilot/Operator Aircraft Accident/Incident Form 6120.1?
Discussion:
It is difficult to read the NTSB report associated with this Safety Gram and not
question the judgement of the two mishap pilots involved. The decision to land
at a private airfield, deciding to land on an airfield with obstructions on the
runway, maneuvering the aircraft in such a way as to sustain a wing strike on a
tree and continuing the approach, with possibly a structurally compromised
aircraft, using a slip all cause me to wonder what they were thinking!
I also believe it is important for us, as pilots trying to learn, to remember that
aviators never take-off intending to crash their aircraft. We are better served
trying to understand the events leading to a decision, the decision making
environment and mechanisms that could interrupt potentially dangerous decision
making logic. Unfortunately the FAA doesn’t provide much information on the
events or reasons the pilots in this mishap may have acted the way they did. I

think we can infer one main point though. This mishap is based in a lack of
discipline. The decision to land at a private airfield then to continue actions that
limited options are fundamentally born of a cavalier approach to the flight.
Flying in challenging environments can be immensely rewarding but require a
level of planning and preparation that is not needed when doing a local pattern
sortie. The old saying that there are old pilots and there are bold pilot but there
are no old bold pilots is as true as it’s ever been. When you decide to fly
somewhere new do the right thing and plan your flight then fly your plan.
CONTINUE TO FLY SAFE!

