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Case: 
 
Reference NTSB Aviation Accident Report (8 Pages) 
 
Discussion: 
The accident report that I attached involved a good friend of mine in his C-170. We were 
attending the High Sierra Fly-In when he took off to go home and another plane, his 
friend flying home with him, took off in the wrong direction and collided with him at a 90 
degree angle while he was on downwind. Unfortunately, the outcome was fatal for the 
pilots in both aircraft. This accident in particular had a profound impact on my life. I no 
longer look at traffic patterns as the “safe zone” but rather a place where I need to have 
heightened awareness. Because although you or I may be following correct procedures, 
other pilots may not be. It’s not safe to assume you see everyone and they see you 
and/or that everyone is on the radio making proper position calls.  
 
Mid-air collisions all involve pilot’s inability to maintain visual separation between other 
aircraft. An Air Safety Institute study of mid-air collisions revealed that 49 percent 

occurred in the traffic pattern, on 
approach to or departure from an 
airport, like the case study you 
reviewed. Of the other 51 percent, 
about half occurred during enroute 
climb, cruise, or descent, and the rest 
resulted from formation flights or 
other hazardous activities. Eighty 
percent of the midair collisions that 
occurred during "normal" flight 
activities happened within ten miles 
of an airport, and 78 percent of the 

midair collisions that occurred around the traffic pattern happened at non-towered 
airports.  
 
Bottom line, all pilots need to utilize proper “see and avoid” techniques” to avoid mid-air 
collisions. Do not become complacent in the pattern! Lastly, just say no to drugs! The 



 
 

 
 

consequences from the FAA are brutal but more importantly, flying impaired comes at 
the risk of other people’s lives. It’s possible, that if the pilot of the other aircraft wasn’t 
impaired, two lives could have been spared that fateful October day.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
- What were the flight characteristics of this accident that contributed to the mid-
air?  
 
- What does AFI 34-152 say about pattern entry and procedures?  
 
- What does the FAA say about “see and avoid” procedures? Ref: FAR 91.113(b) 
 
- Watch “Collision Avoidance: See, Sense, Separate” and discuss various “see 
and avoid” strategies.   
 
 

CONTINUE TO FLY SAFE! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQrzrNkmUzs
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